Strasbourg, 12 June 2002 

Speech of Jean Lambert MEP during the plenary debate on the Seville Summit
My Group supports a number of points in the common resolution. For example, the welcome given to the International Criminal Court: while regretting the position of the USA in seeking to protect US citizens from it. Justice should be universal not dependent on nationality. 

The European Parliament believes that the EU should take a strong leading role in the Johannesburg Summit, as it did on the Kyoto Protocol. But to do that, it needs a commitment to sustainability in all aspects of its work, and that includes the integration of social and environmental factors into its economic and trade policies. We have to remember that without a healthy environment, we have no sound foundation for our economies. 

We trust that this will be remembered in the moves to better government, as promised by President Prodi this morning. We look forward to seeing policies proofed against environmental and social standards. 

To be credible at the Sustainability Summit, we also need to demonstrate that we understand the importance of development and its link to certain aspects of immigration policy. I was pleased to hear the Minister's statement linking this to deep poverty this morning, in marked contrast to the messages from his Prime Minister over the last few weeks. The EU wants a mobile, flexible workforce - it's a priority in our employment policy, so why do we insist on making legal immigration for all skill sectors virtually impossible? Why do we insist on simply moving the walls of fortress Europe and looking for stronger building materials, including the idea of using economic clout (such as development aid) in our attempts to get other countries to police their borders more effectively to stop people leaving? The countries of Eastern and Central Europe are joining the Union to get away from that sort of policy. 

We are also particularly concerned in relation to the reform of Council's inner workings, that the Development Council is one of those to be absorbed in to a wider grouping. 

We welcome the assurances that these reforms will not touch matters for the IGC and the Convention as it is crucial for us that Council does not become the legislator and executor and break the current balance between the institutions. 

We also welcome the commitment to greater transparency and trust that this will not just be for the Council itself, but also for the public.
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