CLIMATE CHANGE – WILL NOTHING EVER CHANGE?

So, the Climate Change negotiations in The Hague ended without agreement, does that mean nothing will change?

Not necessarily. Individual states can still go ahead with national policies to cut the gas emissions that help create the problem. A strong programme to improve energy efficiency and cut waste would cut fuel bills and could, if properly managed, create thousands of jobs and give us all, including the poorest, warmer homes.

As individuals, we can cut our energy use in numerous small ways, even turning off the TV standby or boiling just the amount of water you need helps.

 For major changes, in electricity production, taxing aircraft fuel or providing safe and efficient public transport, our elected representatives have to take action. We have to put pressure as well on those states, such as America, Australia and Japan, that have been reluctant to take any significant action at home: it is not enough to buy up the unused gas quotas of other countries as the overall aim is a massive reduction in total emissions.

Extremes of weather and an unpredictable climate are already having a devastating effect in terms of human suffering. When we add the amount of lost food production, contaminated or depleted fresh water and the possible spread of disease it is clear that we are not just looking at slightly milder winters.

Writing a few letters to the unwilling to make the case for action could be an important energy-saving mechanism. Why not do this and help to slow climate change? 
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