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H.E. Prince Bola Ajibola
Nigeria House
9 Northumberland Avenue
London WC2N 5BX
United Kingdom


Fax: 020 7839 6376
11th January 2002

Your Excellency,

I am writing to express my profound concern over the case of Safiya Hussaini, who was condemned to death on October 14, 2001. Ms. Hussaini, aged 30 and a resident of Tungar-Tudu in Sokoto State, was condemned to death by stoning for adultery by the Upper Shari'ah Court in Gwadabawa, Sokoto State. I am very worried about the lack of transparency and the swiftness with which this trial has been conducted. In addition, it appears that different standards and validity of testimony were applied to Safiya and the married man involved in the case. The man was released because of lack of evidence raising the concern of discrimination on the basis of gender by the court. 


I respectfully urge that Ms. Hussaini's death sentence be set aside and that she be granted an appeal in accordance with the due process of Nigerian law and Nigeria's obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. I believe that were she to be executed it would amount to cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment, as it is an intentional infliction of severe pain or suffering from which all persons are protected by the Convention against Torture, which the Federal Republic of Nigeria ratified on 28 June 2001.

Your Excellency, the government of Nigeria has an obligation to protect the lives of all its citizens in a fair and equal manner. I urge that Safiya's death sentence is set aside and that the Federal Government take all measures to ensure that Safiya's right to an appeal be respected and enforced. 

I urge you to do all you can to push the President of Nigeria to set aside this barbaric charge. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jean Lambert MEP
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